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A notice of reasons for refusal 
Patent application Number : H10 -226882 
Drafting day :June 23, 2004 

Examiner of Jap anese Patent Office : Akira NAKAMA 8834 5 V00 
Representative /Applicant : Iwao Mishina (and another) 
The applied Patent Law Articles : 29 (2), 36 

This application should be refused for the reason mentioned below. 
If the applicant has any argument against the reasons, such argument 
should be submitted within 60 days from the date on which this notification 
was dispatched. 

Reason 

1. This application does not satisfy the requirement of the patent 
law Article 36(6) 2 in the following point. 

2. The invention^) in the claims listed below of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent 
Law Section 29(2) since it could have easily been made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the inventor(s) pertains, 
on the basis of the invention(s) described in the publication(s) listed below 
which was distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of the 
subject application. 

Note (As to the references cited, see the fist of 

the references cited) 
(Reason l) 

The claims of the present invention are not clear in description in 
the following points. 

1) (Translation is omitted because it is not a rejection relied upon the prior 
art reference) 

2) (Translation is omitted because it is not a rejection relied upon the prior 
art reference) 



(Reason 2) 

[Claims 1-4, 8-11, 14,17 ... References 1-3,] 

It is described in reference 1 and 2 that a digital watermark is added 
by converting the watermark into a feature value (brightness value in the 
references) of the image. In addition, reference 3 discloses a case in which 
color difference is noticed as a feature value for embedding the image. 

[Claims 5, 12, 15, 18 ... References 1-3, 4] 

Reference 4 (0025) discloses that a digital watermark is embedded 
into a background of the image. It is considered that the claimed invention 
could have easily been made by one skilled in the art by applying a technical 
matter described in reference 4 to the inventions of reference 1 or 2. 

[Claim 6, 7, 13, 16, 19 ... references 1-3, 5] 

Reference 5 (Figures 12,14 and Detailed description corresponding 
thereto) discloses synthesizing (or embedding) an image having a digital 
watermark embedded therein with other images. It is considered that the 
claimed invention could have been easily made by one skilled in the art by 
applying a technical matter described in the above reference 5 to the 
inventions of reference 1 or 2 

It is a well-known art to encrypt digital watermark information by a 

cipher. 

If any reason for refusal is found, it will be notified. 

List of References cited 

1. Japanese Patent Laid Open No. 08-241403 bulletin 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 09-331442 bulletin 

3. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 09-248935 bulletin 

4. Japanese Patent Laid Open No. 06-070134 bulletin 

5. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 09-116739 bulletin 
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